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(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To obtain an excellent picture quality in matching with the 
illuminance of an object by detecting the decrease in a signal level at a low 
illuminance to make a base clip amount of a low saturation clip circuit 
suitable. 

CONSTITUTION: An image pickup element 6 converts optical information 
inputted through a lens 4 and an iris 5 into an electric signal and applies it to 
a variable gain amplifier 7. An operational amplifier circuit 8 obtains a 
luminance signal Y and color difference signals R-Y, B-Y from an image 
pickup element output and supplies the result to modulators 1,2. The color 
difference signals after modulation is fed to a low saturation clip circuit 12. 
The low saturation clip circuit 12 detects the decrease in the output of a 
detection circuit 10 and decreases the base clip amount and sets the value to 
an optimum value. 
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